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11.0 Major opportunities

The ancient streams which formed the framework to the
historic origins of the town have hardly changed for
generations; they could be revitalised both for their visual
attraction and for their potential to raise environmental
awareness. For example, the Drum Stream passing
through the town (via the rear of Lavant Street and the
Central Car Park) is virtually invisible; at its potentially
most attractive point between the north end of Rams Walk
and where it emerges into College Street, it is a poor
advertisement for the town. Good quality fencing, planting
along its banks and the removal of nondescript hedges
could open up the area to create a pleasant walkway for
pedestrians to move through the town while avoiding main
roads.

The voluntary sector could play a significant role here: The
Petersfield Society has for many years overseen the cost
and planting of hundreds of daffodils along Tor Way;
Petersfield in Bloom has enhanced the entrances to the
town with planting; and more recently the Petersfield
Scouts have cleared and replanted the Tor Way / College
Street corner verge to great effect. A combination of the
efforts of such groups, coupled with some modest funding
from the statutory sector, could enhance many aspects of
the town and bring pleasure to its residents and prosperity
to its businesses through additional visitors.

Recommendations – to HCC, EHDC, PTC and the
Environment Agency

Identify new opportunities for commercial and retail
businesses through the development of lanes and
walkways within the historic town centre, in
conjunction with the private sector

Work with the voluntary sector to enhance the
streams and green spaces in the town centre,
through improvements to the streams and their
banks with appropriate landscaping schemes.

1111..11..55  CCeennttrraall  CCaarr  PPaarrkk

The central car park is generally well laid out and
landscaped; but traffic circulation is confusing and, at
peak times, it is at capacity. Signs to and from the car park
to other parts of the town centre need be improved and
clarified. To its west, at the back of Chapel Street, some
new shops have been added, but this aspect of the car
park is not satisfactory. The scale of the building additions
and their relationship to the car park needs to be resolved.
Pedestrian access is haphazard and should be
emphasised, so that crossings to and from the car park
are not dangerous. 

The previouslt vacant site on the corner of Park Road is
being improved with a new building, at this prominent
entrance. The tall brick boundary wall on the north side is
overbearing and featureless and could be improved with a
suitable scheme. 

On its south-east boundary, the fencing along the stream
is of poor quality and the drinking fountain, which formerly
stood in The Square, is hidden by cars in its position by
the pedestrian bridge. 

The stream through the central car park

Bakery Lane
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11.0 Major opportunities

Recommendations – to PTC, EHDC and HCC

Review traffic circulation, signage and traffic
regulations

Improve the relationship of Chapel Street’s shops to
the car park

Enhance pedestrian access to the Lanes through to
Chapel Street and to the shops that front the car
park

Investigate the possibilities of enhancing the north
side boundary wall 

Improve the fencing and planting along the stream
making improvements to the area around the
drinking fountain.

King’s Arms youth club. This is an unsightly townscape in
the centre of the town, but provides important facilities for
young people. 

There are opportunities to undertake private and
community developments that would exploit this site. This
might include refurbishment of buildings such as the Red
Lion and its adjacent former stables, and redevelopment
of derelict or poor quality buildings, or even new buildings
fronting Tor Way. It will be important to retain adequate car
parking and youth facilities at this or alternative locations.
It requires imaginative schemes to make the most of this
key location. The majority of the land is publicly owned,
but split between authorities. 

An overall planning brief, a joint private/public partnership
approach, together with a community interest company
might be a way forward to ensure that this major
opportunity is maximised to the benefit of the town’s
community.

Recommendation – to PTC, EHDC and HCC

Develop an overall planning brief for a joint
private/public partnership scheme to provide new
and refurbished buildings for community and
commercial use, including adequate car parking and
landscaping improvements.

1111..11..66  FFeessttiivvaall  HHaallll  CCaarr  PPaarrkk

The Festival Hall car park is bounded to the north by Tor
Way, to the east by the open-air swimming pool, at its
south-east corner by the Festival Hall and Town Hall and in
its middle a former doctors’ surgery now used by the
Citizens’ Advice Bureau. To the west is College Street with
the old coaching inn, the Red Lion, and, at its rear partly
derelict buildings and the thriving and very successful

The Festival Hall car park area
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11.0 Major opportunities

1111..11..77  LLoovvee  LLaannee  RReeccrreeaattiioonn  GGrroouunndd

Love Lane Recreation Ground is an important facility
comprising Petersfield Town Football Club Stadium and its
training and playing areas, the home ground for the
Petersfield Town Juniors football club, with a pavilion, car
park and a proposal for a replacement skate park. Much of
the area, including buildings and fencing, is in need of
investment and improvement, so that it meets the future
needs of the local community and the standards of the
Football Association. 

Recommendation – to PTC, EHDC and key
partners

Develop a major improvement scheme to meet the
needs of football and the community, with suitable
access, parking and landscaping arrangements.

Love Lane recreation ground
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AAllll  OOppppoorrttuunniittyy  SSiitteess

These proposals will require investigation and appraisal
before they can be taken forward. Each opportunity will
require the preparation of a brief and its development in
consultation with land owners, local businesses, the
planning and highway authorities, and the local
community. This will enable proposals to be identified and
costed so that, if accepted, they can be included in the
appropriate enhancement programmes. 

1111..11..99  TTeelleepphhoonnee  EExxcchhaannggee  aanndd  SSwwaann  SSttrreeeett  CCaarr  PPaarrkk

The Telephone Exchange in Charles Street is an
uncompromising building with concrete shuttering and a
panoply of masts. It is poorly landscaped and surrounded
by unfriendly fencing. Yet it is located in an important
position, adjacent to Swan Street car park and the
Victorian terrace of Charles Street. It is recognised that, in
the short term, it is most unlikely that the exchange will be
relocated. 

The Telephone Exchange building in Charles Street

Recommendations – to BT

Either develop an enhancement scheme for the
building to improve its appearance and its impact
on its surroundings, or 

Undertake an alternative redevelopment scheme for
mixed uses of offices and residential.

1111..11..88  LLaanndd  aaddjjaacceenntt  ttoo  tthhee  CCoommmmuunniittyy  CCeennttrree

Land at Tor Way, adjacent to the Community Centre at the
junction of Love Lane, has been identified for further
community use. It is former railway land that has become
regenerated with trees and bushes. This site could prove
controversial and will need careful consideration. The loss
of green tree cover at such a prominent site and its impact
on the locality in terms of design, access and parking will
have to be assessed. 

In addition, there is a general need within the town for
additional community and meeting places for all ages, and
the site ought to be considered in conjunction with the
potential redevelopment of the Festival Hall Car Park.

Recommendation – to PTC, EHDC, HCC and key
partners

Prepare a brief for the use of this land to take
account of landscaping, access and parking,
ensuring that the design is appropriate for this
prominent site and that it meets community needs.

Land adjacent the Community Centre

If there is any chance of an improvement or enhancement
scheme, BT should be encouraged to undertake
appropriate work to mitigate the worst of the impact of
this building on its surroundings, or undertake a mixed-
use redevelopment scheme with active frontages to the
car park and Charles Street.

11.0 Major opportunities
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11.0 Major opportunities

11.2 Approaches

1111..22..11  GGaatteewwaayyss  ttoo  tthhee  ttoowwnn

There are several key gateways and entrances:
• North-East Adhurst St. Mart at junction with the

A272 
• North-East – A272/ Sheet Link/B2070 roundabout
• South - The Causeway and Sussex Road/Dragon

Street
• West - A272/A3 (T) roundabout, and 
• Winchester Road/Bell Hill roundabout and

Petersfield Railway Station. 

The roundabouts are now well-landscaped and maintained
and signs have been improved. The Sussex Road/Dragon
Street crossroads and the Railway Station need
improvements and maintenance.

Recommendations – to HCC and EHDC

Prepare a Planning Brief and Design Statement for
the Sussex Road/Dragon Street crossroads to
ensure that future developments make the most of
this key gateway

Prepare a Planning Brief and Design Statement for
Petersfield Railway Station to guide and encourage
improvements and enhancements as part of the
overall development strategy for this transport
interchange.

Sussex Road and Dragon Street junction signage & Petersfield Station
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12.0 Conclusions 

The surveys undertaken as part of the Town Health Check
for Petersfield Tomorrow, together with the wide range of
consultations on the drafts and findings for this document,
have all emphasised how much the town and its
environment is appreciated by the local community. 

This Town Design Statement seeks to provide the
guidance and recommendations that will ensure that the
town’s character and distinctiveness is maintained,
enriched and improved so that future generations can
enjoy and value their town.  

The Petersfield Town Square
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Annexes                                                          

Annex A – Vision & Summary of Design Guidance

The Community’s Vision for the Future

Petersfield will be a safe, prosperous, attractive and well-designed town, enhanced by the quality of its built and
natural environment

The heritage of the town will be respected and all future developments will be sympathetic to its character and
setting within the South Downs National Park

Sustainable solutions will be developed and encouraged and new measures sought to save energy, reduce carbon
emissions and respect the existing character of the town

The whole community will be involved in its future through debate, discussion and consultation on development
policies and proposals.

5.0 Setting, Character and
Landscape

55..11..11    EEaasstt  HHaammppsshhiirree  LLaannddssccaappee  CChhaarraacctteerriissaattiioonn

• Any development or the erection of buildings and
structures will need to protect the views and vistas
into and out of the town

• Ensure that the heights of new buildings or
structures are appropriate to the setting,
distinctiveness and character of the town

• Protect and preserve the green fingers that reach
into the centre from the surrounding countryside,
to ensure that these essential green spaces are
maintained and enhanced.

6.0 Design & Architecture
Guidance 

66..11  DDeessiiggnn  OOvveerrvviieeww

• Encourage a mix of housing, retail and small-scale
commercial development in the town centre,
respecting the character of existing buildings and
layouts and ensuring a high quality of design and
of public and private open spaces 

• Design new developments in existing residential
areas to minimise adverse effects on surrounding
properties and their neighbourhood, ensuring that
densities are compatible with local character and
scale

• Demonstrate how proposals for new buildings will
relate satisfactorily to the site and its surroundings
and incorporate a landscape scheme and open
space as appropriate

• Permit backland development and infilling only if
the character and scale of the proposal is
compatible with the neighbourhood and there is
satisfactory supporting infrastructure and safe
access 

Summary of Design Guidance
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• Provide a variety of house types and sizes such as
terraced, semi-detached or single - plot family
housing appropriate to the setting and character
of the local area.   

66..33  TTrraaddiittiioonnaall  LLooccaall  DDeessiiggnn  //  VVeerrnnaaccuullaarr  

• New developments together with changes and
extensions to existing buildings should respect the
architectural surroundings, style, scale, materials
and special features of surrounding
neighbourhoods 

• Innovative and contemporary designs should be
to the highest standards and be complementary to
their context and buildings in their vicinity

• Building heights should be relative to the scale of
the locality and street scene and should respect
the views and vistas of the local area, including
the roofscape

• New developments should make provision for the
safe movement of people and vehicles,
encouraging pedestrians and cyclists and the use
of public transport, and have adequate off-street
parking

• Vehicles, refuse and recycling bins should not
dominate the streetscape and there should be
sufficient storage space for recycling and refuse
bins

• High quality materials for all paved areas should
be used wherever possible; vehicular access
arrangements should enhance the street scene;
traditional walls, hedging and railings should
define plot boundaries.

66..44  SSuussttaaiinnaabbllee  BBuuiillddiinngg  DDeessiiggnn

• New building designs should be fully sustainable,
using quality materials (locally sourced if possible),
compatible with local character and scale,
meeting the highest standards of reduced carbon
emissions and energy efficiency

• The use of scarce resources, such as certain
building materials, fossil fuels and water should be
minimised

• Buildings should be economic to run over their life
cycles and fit the needs of the local community

• Energy and carbon efficiency should be part of the
design from the outset, so that energy
consumption is minimised, with effective
insulation, heating and cooling systems and
appliances

• Site character, topography, vegetation,
watercourses and built features should be valued,
sustained or improved

• Travel by cycle or on foot should be encouraged in
order to minimise the need for unsustainable
transport use

• Water and material recycling and garden
composting should be encouraged

• Sustainable drainage systems (SUDS) should be
considered for all sites, as a drainage strategy 

• Suitable permeable surfacing material should be
used for parking areas and pathways and water
absorption encouraged.

7.0 Designs for your
Neighbourhood

77..11  PPeetteerrssffiieelldd  TToowwnn  CCeennttrree  --  AArreeaass  1133,,  1144,,  1155,,  1199  aanndd
2200

• Preserve and enhance the character of the town
centre Conservation Area by ensuring that the
scale, design and proportions of new buildings are
sympathetic to and consistent with the existing
historic features of its layout and compatible with
adjacent buildings and spaces

• Respect the fabric of the buildings and their
surroundings when new uses are  developed for
existing buildings and extensions and alterations
are undertaken

• Retain the pedestrian passageways and links
between streets and car parks throughout the
town centre and create further links when the
opportunity arises

• Retain burgage plots and gardens wherever
possible to ensure that their unique character,
coupled with green trees and open spaces,
provides an openness and rural quality in the town
centre  
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• Protect existing trees throughout the town centre
and ensure all diseased trees are replaced 

• Give preference to proposals for restoration,
conversion or enhancement of older buildings of
character rather than demolition or replacement

• Ensure the use of appropriate materials and
finishes and retain traditional features such as
shop fronts, walls, surfaces and street furniture

• Encourage new and existing retailers to implement
the Council’s Shopfront Design Guide.

77..22  OOllddeerr  HHoouussiinngg  AArreeaass  --  AArreeaass  77,,  88  aanndd  1100

• Ensure that the Housing Allocation H1 off North
Road is fully integrated into the surrounding area,
without prejudicing the green space of Tilmore
Brook

• Take account of Policy H9 Area of Special
Housing Character at Tilmore Road to protect the
special character of this group of houses

• Protect and retain the allotments at Tilmore Road

• Protect and enhance the biodiversity of the
Tilmore Brook and its surrounding green space.

77..33  NNeewweerr  HHoouussiinngg  EEssttaatteess  --  AArreeaass  55,,  1166,,  1177  aanndd  2222  

• Any future developments for recreation and offices
at Penns Place should properly reflect their
location on the edge of the countryside and the
impact of through traffic on the adjacent housing

• Protect existing and develop further pedestrian
and cycle links within the estates and to the town
centre and countryside.

77..44  SShheeeett  VViillllaaggee  --  AArreeaa  11  ((iinncclluuddiinngg  CCoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  AArreeaa))

• Preserve and enhance the character of the Sheet
Village Conservation Area by ensuring that
extensions and alterations to buildings respect the
existing detail and built form of the village

• Ensure that the design and character of new
building development within the Conservation
Area are consistent with the layout of the village
and its buildings, streets and spaces

• Ensure that the materials used blend with and
complement existing buildings

• Ensure that redevelopment of land outside or on
the edge of the Conservation Area, particularly on
London Road, respects the character and
distinctiveness of the village, so that that it
complements its unique form, rural quality and
separate identity.

77..55  MMiixxeedd  UUsseess  --  AArreeaass  66,,  1122  aanndd  2211

• Take account of the Policy H9 Area of Special
Housing Character at Ramshill (Local Plan,
Second Review)

• Protect from development and enhance the urban
green spaces and water meadows to encourage
biodiversity

• Special attention should be paid to the impact of
the Tesco store on its surroundings in terms of
traffic, noise and light and appropriate mitigation
measures introduced as necessary.

77..66  CCoommmmeerrcciiaall  aanndd  IInndduussttrriiaall  AArreeaa  1111  ((BBeeddffoorrdd  RRooaadd
EEssttaattee))

• When the redevelopment of older buildings and
sites is proposed, take account of the need to
ensure an overall standard and cohesion for the
Estate, so that its appearance and quality is
improved

• Ensure that the scale and impact of new
developments is minimised on the wider
landscape taking account of the views into the
Estate from the surrounding areas

• Protect and enhance landscaping and water
features together with the public realm to improve
the amenity of the Estate

• Development of the Buckmore Farm allocation
should respect the character of adjacent rural,
recreational and residential areas with an
appropriate design for this prominent gateway site.

77..77  HHoouussiinngg  oonn  RRuurraall  MMaarrggiinnss  --  AArreeaass  22,,  33,,  44,,  99,,  1188,,  2233
aanndd  2244

• Take account of Policy H9 Areas of Special
Housing Character (Local Plan, Second Review) -

• Love Lane

• Shear Hill

• Bell Hill
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• Heath Road

• Heath Road West

• Heath Road East

• Sussex Road

• Ensure that the open character of Churcher’s
College is retained and that any new or
redeveloped buildings or facilities are constructed
within an agreed Master Plan for the School

• Protect and retain the views into and out of the
Causeway gateway vistas

• Respect the flooding risk of the Criddell Stream
and protect the land at risk from development

• Retain and upgrade Broadway Park, limiting
development to its existing boundaries.

77..88  CCoouunnttrryyssiiddee  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  PPeetteerrssffiieelldd  PPaarriisshh  BBoouunnddaarryy
--  AArreeaa  2255

• Retain the green fingers and links to the
countryside to ensure that the town’s unique
setting in the South Downs National Park is
protected 

• Ensure that the special market town character that
relates it to the surrounding countryside is
preserved and enhanced

• Protect the open setting of the town and its
surroundings and the separate identities of the
surrounding villages

• Respect current settlement boundaries and ensure
that any new development on the edge of the
boundary is related to its landscape and views
into and out of the surrounding countryside.

8.0 Natural Environment

88..11  WWaatteerr  aanndd  ffllooooddiinngg

• Take account of flood risk and ensure that the
flood plain and river corridors throughout the town
are protected from inappropriate development

• Where acceptable in terms of flood risk, enhance
landscaping, recreational access and biodiversity,
particularly in the town centre

88..22  OOppeenn  ssppaacceess  aanndd  ttrreeeess

• New development should take account of the
needs of wildlife and encourage biodiversity
throughout the town, including green corridors,
open spaces and recreational areas, ensuring that
these are reflected in maintenance and
conservation programmes

• Protect the green fingers that link the town to its
countryside, improve footpath and cycle access
and implement measures to enhance and
encourage biodiversity

• Maintain individual specimens or groups of trees
covered by tree preservation orders. Replace
species when needed and ensure that for all new
developments, landscaping including new and
appropriate planting is always required.

9.0 Movement 

99..22  WWaallkkiinngg

• Encourage new developments to link with the
existing network of interconnecting footpaths,
roads, streets and lanes.

10.0 Street Design

1100..11  LLiigghhttiinngg,,  SSiiggnnss,,  SSttrreeeett  ffuurrnniittuurree  aanndd  ffllyy  ppoossttiinngg
1100..22  PPuubblliicc  AArrtt

• Encourage the installation of public art as part of
future developments, at key points in the town
centre and elsewhere, as appropriate. 
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Annex B – Summary of Recommendations 

Summary of Recommendations

7.0 Designs for your
Neighbourhood

77..11  PPeetteerrssffiieelldd  ttoowwnn  cceennttrree  --  AArreeaass  1133,,  1144,,  1155,,  1199  aanndd  2200

Recommendations - to EHDC or the relevant authority and
PTC

• Undertake a Conservation Area Appraisal and
street audit to ensure that the conservation
policies are up to date and appropriate

• Encourage the local residents to prepare a
detailed Design Guide for the Village (Grenehurst
Way) in consultation, to guide future changes and
additions and house extensions, so that the
quality and overall integrity of the estate is
retained.

Recommendations – to HCC

• Undertake a review of the Petersfield Area
Transport Study, to review its effectiveness and
those proposals still to be implemented

• Ensure that where the town centre streetscape
has been improved with new paving flags, that
these are reinstated and replaced when damaged,
so that the appearance of the town centre is
maintained

• Undertake improvements to pavements and street
furniture, as part of a continuous maintenance
programme to enhance the Conservation Area.

77..22  OOllddeerr  HHoouussiinngg  AArreeaass  --  AArreeaass  77,,  88  aanndd  1100

Recommendations – to EHDC and HCC

• Prepare a Conservation Management Plan in
consultation with residents of Osborne,
Sandringham and Station Roads 

• Prepare and implement parking management
schemes, as appropriate, to meet residents’ needs
and resolve parking issues.

77..33  NNeewweerr  HHoouussiinngg  EEssttaatteess  --  AArreeaass  55,,  1166,,  1177  aanndd  2222

Recommendation – to EHDC and PTC 

• Encourage the residents to prepare and adopt a
detailed Design Guide for Ramshill Estate in
consultation to guide future changes, additions
and house extensions, so that the overall quality
and integrity of the estate is retained.

77..44  SShheeeett  VViillllaaggee  --  AArreeaa  11  ((iinncclluuddiinngg  CCoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  AArreeaa))

Recommendations – to HCC and EHDC or the relevant
authority

• Undertake a Conservation Area Appraisal and
street audit to ensure that the Conservation
policies are up to date and appropriate

• Undertake a traffic study of Sheet village to assess
traffic speeds, sightlines and parking; carry out a
pedestrian safety audit and implement solutions

• Implement, revise and maintain School Travel
Plans for the Primary and Nursery Schools.

77..55  MMiixxeedd  UUsseess  --  AArreeaass  66,,  1122  aanndd  2211

Recommendation – to EHDC

• Prepare detailed design guidance for extensions
and dormer windows to improve the overall
appearance and coherence of the area. 

77..66  CCoommmmeerrcciiaall  aanndd  IInndduussttrriiaall  AArreeaa  1111  ((BBeeddffoorrdd  RRooaadd
EEssttaattee))

Recommendations – to HCC and EHDC

• Prepare a management plan with suitable signage
and facilities for traffic, parking and cycling 

• Investigate the provision of “starter” industrial
units to encourage local small businesses

• Prepare a brief for the infrastructure required for
Buckmore Farm and seek appropriate funding to
develop this key site.
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77..77  HHoouussiinngg  oonn  RRuurraall  MMaarrggiinnss  --  AArreeaass  22,,  33,,  44,,  99,,  1188,,  2233
aanndd  2244

Recommendations – to HCC and EHDC

• Consider extension of Policy H9 to Bell Hill ridge
and Coxes Meadow

• Review regularly and encourage up to date School
Travel Plans to address parking, cycling and
access issues

• Undertake a traffic study and signs audit of Pulens
Lane and its junction with London Road and
Heath Road East at its junction with Sussex Road.
Implement solutions to slow traffic speeds,
encourage cycling and promote safe crossing
routes to schools and Penns Place

• Prepare and implement an enhancement and
maintenance plan for Bell Hill Recreation Ground
in consultation with local residents.

8.0 Natural Environment

88..22..22  BBiiooddiivveerrssiittyy

Recommendation – to HCC, EHDC and PTC

• Encourage the community, local groups, schools
and employers to conserve and protect the natural
environment. This should be undertaken by the
planting of native species of trees, together with
hedges, the development of allotments and the
improvement of neglected areas.

88..22..44  TThhee  HHeeaatthh

Recommendation – to PTC and Friends of Petersfield
Heath

• Implement the Heath Management Plan, so that
the Heath continues to support the needs of
wildlife conservation, informal recreation and sport
whilst minimising their impact upon its
archaeological assets.

9.0 Movement 

99..11  RRooaaddss,,  rraaiillwwaayyss,,  ttrraaffffiicc,,  ppaarrkkiinngg  aanndd  ccyycclliinngg

Recommendation – to Highways Agency

• The road surfacing of the A3 (T) should be
improved, to minimise traffic noise. 

Recommendations – to HCC and EHDC

• Update and review the Petersfield Area Transport
Study

• Investigate and resolve the case for reducing the
volume and speed of traffic in the town

• Examine the impact of commuter parking and the
need for changes to street parking and  town
centre car parks regulations

• Investigate further the case for pedestrianisation
within the town centre and develop a strategy for
the increased community use of The Square

• Improve and implement an overall movement
strategy for Petersfield Station and its immediate
environs to include its car parks, lighting,
pedestrian access, vacant land and its function as
a transport interchange 

• Complete and implement the East Hampshire’s
Cycle Plan priority cycle routes both within
Petersfield and between the town and surrounding
towns, villages and countryside

• Develop and improve cycling and walking routes
to link the villages such as Buriton and Steep with
the town

• Encourage the completion of the National Cycle
Network linking Petersfield to Farnham, Havant
and the South Downs Way.
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10.0 Street Design 

1100..11  LLiigghhttiinngg,,  SSiiggnnss,,  SSttrreeeett  ffuurrnniittuurree  aanndd  ffllyy  ppoossttiinngg

Recommendation – to Electricity Operator

• Encourage the Distribution Network Operator
(currently Scottish & Southern)  to replace
overhead lines with underground cables,
particularly in conservation and local transport
corridors. 

Recommendations – to HCC (Highway Autority) and EHDC
(Planning Autrhority)

• Review traffic and street signs to avoid clutter and
improve clarity and understanding for visitors

• Ensure the lighting throughout the town centre
respects the character of the Conservation Area,
is low energy and is progressively improved

• Enforce advertising guidelines and control on
buildings, street furniture and the highways to
eliminate fly posting and unlawful advertising.

11.0 Major Opportunities 

1111..11  OOppppoorrttuunniittyy  SSiitteess

1111..11..11  LLaavvaanntt  SSttrreeeett

Recommendation – to PTC, EHDC and HCC 

• Undertake a study and appraisal of Lavant Street,
in partnership with local retailers and businesses.
Develop proposals to improve signage, car
parking, landscaping and shopfronts, to
encourage visitors, make it pedestrian friendly and
develop retail activity.  

1111..11..22..  CChhaappeell  SSttrreeeett

Recommendations – to PTC, EHDC and HCC

• Review the implementation and application of the
Council’s Shopfront Design Guide in Chapel Street
in partnership with the retailers 

• Investigate improvements to the lighting of Chapel
Street to save energy and improve its appearance 

• Improve signage between the central car park and
Chapel Street in both directions.

1111..11..33  TThhee  SSqquuaarree

Recommendation – to PTC, EHDC and HCC

• Develop a scheme to use The Square for regular
community events, reviewing parking
arrangements and partial street closures to assist
with special events and Farmers Markets.

1111..11..44  LLaanneess  aanndd  ssttrreeaammss  

Recommendations – to HCC, EHDC, PTC and
Environment Agency

• Identify new opportunities for commercial and
retail businesses through the development of
lanes and walkways within the historic town
centre, in conjunction with the private sector

• Work with the voluntary sector to enhance the
streams and green spaces in the town centre,
through improvements to the streams and their
banks with appropriate landscaping schemes.

1111..11..55  CCeennttrraall  CCaarr  PPaarrkk

Recommendations – to PTC, EHDC and HCC

• Review traffic circulation, signage and traffic
regulations

• Improve the relationship of Chapel Street’s shops
to the car park

• Enhance pedestrian access to the Lanes through
to Chapel Street and to the shops that front the
car park

• Investigate the possibilities of enhancing the north
side boundary wall 

• Improve the fencing and planting along the stream
making improvements to the area around the
drinking fountain.

1111..11..66  FFeessttiivvaall  HHaallll  CCaarr  PPaarrkk

Recommendation – to PTC, EHDC and HCC

• Develop an overall planning brief for a joint
private/public partnership scheme to provide new
and refurbished buildings for community and
commercial use, including adequate car parking
and landscaping improvements. 

1111..11..77  LLoovvee  LLaannee  RReeccrreeaattiioonn  GGrroouunndd
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Recommendation – to PTC, EHDC and key partners

• Develop a major improvement scheme to meet the
needs of football and the community, with suitable
access, parking and landscaping arrangements.

1111..11..88  LLaanndd  aaddjjaacceenntt  ttoo  tthhee  CCoommmmuunniittyy  CCeennttrree

Recommendation – to PTC, EHDC, HCC and key partners

• Prepare a brief for the use of this land to take
account of landscaping, access and parking,
ensuring that the design is appropriate for this
prominent site and that it meets community
needs.

1111..11..99  TTeelleepphhoonnee  EExxcchhaannggee  &&  SSwwaann  SSttrreeeett  CCaarr  PPaarrkk

Recommendation – to BT

• Either develop an enhancement scheme for the
building to improve its appearance and its impact
on its surroundings or undertake an alternative
redevelopment scheme for mixed uses of offices
and residential.

1111..22  AApppprrooaacchheess

1111..22..11  GGaatteewwaayyss  ttoo  tthhee  ttoowwnn

Recommendations – to HCC and EHDC

• Prepare a Planning Brief and Design Statement for
the Sussex Road/Dragon Street crossroads to
ensure that future developments make the most of
this key gateway

• Prepare a Planning Brief and Design Statement for
Petersfield Railway Station to guide and
encourage improvements and enhancements as
part of the overall development strategy for this
transport interchange.
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AArrcchhiitteeccttuurree  aanndd  BBuuiillddiinngg  TTeerrmmss

Arts and Crafts - this was a movement that had its roots
in late 19th Century Britain. Its leading theorists had
trained as architects and worked towards unity in the arts,
believing that all creative endeavour was of equal value.
They wanted to give quality to the work process and to re-
establish a harmony between architect, designer and
craftsman.

Art Deco - the term derives from the International
Exhibition of Decorative Art held in Paris in 1925. The style
was prevalent in the 1920s and 1930s. Initially it featured
symmetrical geometric designs, such as rectangles,
squares, circles and triangles. Later, the emphasis was on
sleek, curving forms and long horizontal lines
Gable - the triangular end section of a pitched roof
Galleting - the use of pebbles or chips of stone pushed
into mortar joints, probably for decoration but possibly for
strengthening.

Hipped roof - a type of roof where all sides slope
downwards to the wall, usually with a fairly gentle slope. It
is a roof with no gables or other vertical sides.
Jettied House - a house where the upper stories rest on
projecting floor joists and so create the effect of an
overhang.

Knapped - the breaking or shaping of flint.

Malmstone - a soft, grey to white coloured, sandstone
formed during the Cretaceous period, whose sand grains
are cemented together with lime.

Vernacular architecture - a term used to categorise
methods of construction which use locally available
materials or resources to address local needs.

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) – An area
with statutory national landscape designation, the primary
purpose of which is to conserve and enhance natural
beauty. Together with National Parks, AONB represent the
nation's finest landscapes. AONBs were previously
designated by the Countryside Agency now Natural
England.

Areas of Special Housing Character - Within the East
Hampshire District there arecertain residential streets and
areas which have been developed at a low density and
provide substantial homes set in large plots, often with
mature trees around them. They are listed in Policy H9 of

the Local Plan Second Review and are considered to have
a special character which should be protected from further
intensification of development or change of use in order to
retain the important contribution they make to the variety
of housing stock and the street scene.

Burgage plots – These were formerly a tenure by which
land in a town was held for a yearly rent or in return for
services provided to a king or lord.

CABE - Commission for Architecture and the Built
Environment - the government’s advisor on architecture,
urban design and public space.

Conservation Area - local authorities have the power to
designate any area of “special architectural or historic
interest” whose character or appearance is worth
protecting or enhancing. Within a conservation area the
local authority has extra controls over - demolition, minor
developments and trees. Petersfield town centre and
Sheet Village are designated as conservation areas.

Development Plan Documents (DPD) – Development
Plan Documents are prepared by local planning authorities
and outline the key development goals of the local
development framework. Development Plan Documents
include the core strategy, site-specific allocations of land
and, where needed, area action plans. There will also be
an adopted proposals map which illustrates the spatial
extent of policies that must be prepared and maintained to
accompany all DPDs. 
All DPDs must be subject to rigorous procedures of
community involvement, consultation and independent
examination, and adopted after receipt of the inspector's
binding report. Once adopted, development control
decisions must be made in accordance with them unless
material considerations indicate otherwise.
DPDs form an essential part of the Local Development
Framework.

Definitive Map - this is the map and statement which is
the legal record of the public’s rights of way in Hampshire
for footpaths, bridleways, restricted byways and byways
open to all traffic. The relevant date of the map and
statement is 15 December 2007 and its official title is “The
Hampshire Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, Definitive
Map of Public Rights of Way.” Copies of the definitive map
for the District Council area can be found at Alton and
Petersfield Libraries.
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East Hampshire District Council (EHDC) – The Local
Planning Authority for most types of development
(Hampshire County Council are the Waste and Minerals
Planning Authority for East Hampshire district).
Evidence Base – The information and data gathered by
local authorities to justify the "soundness" of the policy
approach set out in Local Development Documents,
including physical, economic, and social characteristics of
an area. 

Hampshire County Council (HCC) – Hampshire County
Council are the Waste and Minerals Planning Authority for
East Hampshire district (EHDC are the Local Planning
Authority for most types of development). 

HBF - Home Builders Federation.

Housing Stock – The total numbers of housing units of all
tenures: home-owners and those rented either privately, or
from a local authority or housing association.

Local Development Framework (LDF) – A folder of
documents which East Hampshire District Council is
producing to plan for future development in the district, up
to 2026.

The LDF is a non-statutory term used to describe a folder
of documents, which includes all the local planning
authority's local development documents. 

An LDF is comprised of:

• Development Plan Documents (which form part of
the statutory development plan) 

• Supplementary Planning Documents

The local development framework will also comprise of:

• the Statement of Community Involvement 
• the Local Development Scheme 
• the Annual Monitoring Report 

Local Plan – The current adopted plan for future
development in East Hampshire District.  This is called the
Local Plan Second Review and was adopted in March
2006.

An old-style development plan prepared by district and
other local planning authorities. These plans will continue
to operate for a time after the commencement of the new
development plan system, by virtue of specific transitional
provisions.

Local Planning Authority – The local authority or council
that is empowered by law to exercise planning functions.

Often the local borough or district council (EHDC).
National Parks and the Broads Authority are also
designated as local planning authorities. County councils
are the authority for waste and minerals matters.

Market Town Health Check – Market towns are defined
as “towns in rural areas with roughly between 2,000 and
20,000 population that have the history or potential of
supporting and servicing their surrounding rural area”. A
Health check is defined as “the audit of the economy,
environment, social and community assets of a market
town and its surrounding countryside”. Market Towns. 

Health check Handbook March 2005 - Action for Market
Towns. 

Permitted Development – What you can do before you
need planning permission.

Permission to carry out certain limited forms of
development without the need to make an application to a
local planning authority, as granted under the terms of the
Town and Country Planning (General Permitted
Development) Order. 

Petersfield Tomorrow (Town Partnership) – This is the
Market Town Health check for Petersfield. Launched in
2004, it is now “The Petersfield Town Partnership” and has
a Management Committee and a number of sub-groups.
The Town Design Statement has been prepared by a sub-
group. Further details:
http:// www.petersfieldtomorrow.co.uk

Planning Policy Statement (PPS) – National planning
policy guidance, issued by central government, to replace
the existing Planning Policy Guidance notes. The aim is to
provide greater clarity and to remove from national policy
advice on practical implementation, which is better
expressed as guidance rather than policy.

PPS12 – Planning Policy Statement 12: Local Spatial
Planning “sets out the Government’s policy on local
spatial planning, which plays a central role in the overall
task of place shaping and in the delivery of land uses and
associated activities”.

Regional Spatial Strategy – It provides a broad
development strategy for a region for a 15 to 20 year
period. It informs the preparation of Local Development
Documents, Local Transport Plans and regional and sub-
regional strategies and programmes that have a bearing
on land use activities.



Petersfield Town Design Statement81

Annexes

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) - An
environmental assessment of certain plans and
programmes, including those in the field of planning and
land use, which complies with the EU Directive
2001/42/EC. 

The environmental assessment involves the:

• preparation of an environmental report
• carrying out of consultations
• taking into account of the environmental report

and the results of the consultations in decision
making

• provision of information when the plan or
programme is adopted

• showing that the results of the environment
assessment have been taken into account.

South East Partnership Board - the organisation that
came into effect in April 2009 to replace the South East
Regional Assembly (SEERA). It consists of local authority
leaders and together the South East Development Agency
(SEEDA) is responsible for advising Government on future
Regional Spatial Strategies.

Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) – Part of
the LDF, which sets out standards for involving the
community in the preparation, alteration and review of LDF
documents & significant planning decisions.

Structure Plan - An old-style development plan, which
formerly set out strategic planning policies and formed the
basis for detailed policies in local plans. 

Supplementary Planning Documents (SPD) – Non-
statutory documents adopted as part of the LDF, which
expand upon policies and proposals in the Local Plan or
LDF Development Plan Documents.
A Supplementary Planning Document is a Local
Development Document that may cover a range of issues,
thematic or site-specific, and provides further detail of
policies and proposals in a 'parent' Development Plan
Document.

Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG) –
Supplementary Planning Guidance may cover a range of
issues, both thematic and site-specific and provide further
detail of policies and proposals in a development plan.

Sustainability Appraisal (SA)/ Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA) – An assessment of the social,
economic and environmental impacts of draft plans, in this
case used to consider the draft TDS. 
An appraisal of the economic, environmental and social

effects of a plan from the outset of the preparation
process to allow decisions to be made that accord with
sustainable development.

Town Design Statement (TDS) - A document that gives a
detailed guide to the character of a town. It sets out the
specific nature of the buildings and landscape which make
the town distinctive, with recommendations on how to
encourage new development that enhances and
complements what already exists. It requires the
involvement of the community in its production, in
partnership with experts in a range of disciplines. It needs
to be adopted to ensure that it will have real influence on
new development.
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Annex D - Key References

IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  aanndd  PPllaannnniinngg  CCoonntteexxtt

Market Towns Health Check Handbook, The Countryside
Agency, January 2002

Town Design Statements; Why and how to produce them,
The Countryside Agency, February 2003

The Community Planning Handbook, Nick Wates,
Earthscan Publications 2000 and 
http:/www.nickwates.co.uk

CABE & HBF Delivering great places to live - 20 questions
to answer, 
see: http:/www.buildingforlife.org

East Hampshire District Local Plan: Second Review East
Hampshire District Council (March 2006), and Inspector’s
Report, see:
http://www.easthants.gov.uk/ehdc/localplanweb.nsf/webp
ages/Local+Plan

The South East Plan, Government Office for the South
East, May 2009 see: 
http:www.gos.gov.uk/gose/

Local Development Framework – Shaping the Future,
available at:
http://www.easthants.gov.uk/ehdc/localplanweb.nsf/webp
ages/LDF
includes the Statement of Community Involvement, East
Hampshire District Council July 2007

LDF Sustainability Appraisal information, available at:
http://www.easthants.gov.uk/ehdc/localplanweb.nsf/0/229
A1D3D4FBDED73802573E6003F5AB6?OpenDocument

WWhhaatt  MMaakkeess  PPeetteerrssffiieelldd  SSppeecciiaall??

Quality of Life in East Hampshire 2008 - An issues paper
for developing the
East Hampshire Sustainable Community Strategy 2008-
2026 and
East Hampshire Community Partnership, East Hampshire
Sustainable Community Strategy 2008 - 20026
see: http://www.easthants.gov.uk/communitypartnership

Petersfield Tomorrow: Do you care about the future of your
town? Petersfield Tomorrow
February 2006 and
Petersfield Tomorrow Report of “What are your views”
Survey 15 May 2006 and

Petersfield Tomorrow: Business Plan 2007 - 2011
see: http://www.petersfieldtomorrow.co.uk

HHiissttoorriicc  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt

The Buildings of England, Hampshire and the Isle of Wight
- Nikolaus Pevsner and David Lloyd, Penguin Books 1967

Hampshire Treasures - Volume 6 East Hampshire -
Hampshire County Council
http:/www.hants.gov.uk/hampshiretreasures

Petersfield Planning Policy - Hampshire County Council
September 1969

Mid - Hampshire Structure Plan - Hampshire County
Council 1989

“Petersfield the future” - The Petersfield Society, 1981 

A Petersfield Perambulation - Petersfield Papers No. 9
Petersfield Area Historical Society 1996

Petersfield: a history and Celebration - Kenneth Hick, Frith
Book Company Ltd. 2005

Postwar Petersfield - David Jeffery, Sutton Publishing
2006

Petersfield Blue Plaque Trail - Petersfield Heritage 2008

SSeettttiinngg,,  CChhaarraacctteerr  aanndd  LLaannddssccaappee

The South Downs Integrated Character Assessment for
the South Downs Joint Committee, Land Use Consultants
December 2005
see: http://www.southdowns.gov.uk/rte.asp?id=93

East Hampshire District Landscape Character
Assessment, Land Use Consultants, July 2006 – a
landscape character appraisal of the district. The objective
was to produce a comprehensive assessment of all
aspects of the landscape character of East Hampshire.  
It can be viewed in its component sections at:
http://www.easthants.gov.uk/ehdc/HeritageWeb.nsf/webp
ages/Landscape+Character+Assessment

The Future of the South Downs - edited by Gerald Smart
and Peter Brandon, Packard Publishing, Chichester 2007

South Downs National Park Public Inquiry (Re - opened) -
Topics 1 & 2 NERC and Meyrick - Submission by
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Hampshire County Council - Proof of Evidence - David
Carman January 2008 and 
The Settlement of Petersfield - Proof of Evidence - The
Petersfield Society, Petersfield Town Council. South
Downs Campaign March 2008
see: http://www.planning-
inspectorate.gov.uk/southdowns/index.htm

Report to the Secretary of State for Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs, by Robert Neil Parry BA DIPTP MRTPI
The South Downs National Park, Inspector’s Report (2)
Volume 1, 28 November 2008, Inquiry (2) held between 12
February 2008 and 4 July 2008
see: http//www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-
countryside/pdf/protected-areas/national-park/south-
downs/report1.pdf

Landscape Checklist for new development in Hampshire
and Isle of Wight - a guide to submission requirements for
external development works 
http://www.hiow.gov.uk/offnet/hlg/47340%20Oce%20Che
cklist.pdf

DDeessiiggnn  aanndd  AArrcchhiitteeccttuurree  GGuuiiddaannccee

East Hampshire District Council Documents

Petersfield Conservation Area summary (EHDC, 1993),
which can be viewed here:
http://www.easthants.gov.uk/ehdc/formsfordownload.nsf/
eace601f7b68a9df80256b040050a21e/7ca655a1cb61f799
8025719c004f8b5e?OpenDocument

Sheet Conservation Area summary (EHDC, 1996), which
can be viewed here:
http://www.easthants.gov.uk/ehdc/formsfordownload.nsf/
eace601f7b68a9df80256b040050a21e/1f2b5782f86c693f
8025719c0050f491?OpenDocument

Design Guide for Residential Extensions (EHDC,
September 2003), which can be viewed here:
http://www.easthants.gov.uk/ehdc/formsfordownload.nsf/
FormsbyName/7FABD0239810879D80256EC800374DC1

Crime Reduction through Design SPG (EHDC, September
2000), which can be viewed here:
http://www.easthants.gov.uk/ehdc/formsfordownload.nsf/
FormsbyName/8EC81EB6A80F078E80256F8D00591B08

Shopfronts Design Guide (EHDC, May 2005), which can
be viewed here:
http://www.easthants.gov.uk/ehdc/formsfordownload.nsf/
FormsbyName/4530C06FC33476E88025700500363635

Advertisement Guidelines (EHDC, March 2000), which can
be viewed here:

http://www.easthants.gov.uk/ehdc/formsfordownload.nsf/
FormsbyName/30FDB6C48A1C74BA802571F6003CF678

Caring for East Hampshire’s Conservation Areas and
Historic Buildings, which can be viewed here:
http://www.easthants.gov.uk/ehdc/formsfordownload.nsf/
0/FEB216CBCAC370A9802571A3002EF704/$File/conserv
ation+areas+for+pdf.pdf

Listed Buildings, A Guide to the Law (EHDC, May 2005),
which can be viewed here:
http://www.easthants.gov.uk/ehdc/formsfordownload.nsf/
FormsbyName/13EFD78468B460128025700500370198

Conservation Directory (EHDC, May 2005), which can be
viewed here:
http://www.easthants.gov.uk/ehdc/formsfordownload.nsf/
FormsbyName/B34EC4BC6A4CF6FB802570050036BFFB

Planning Policy - Guide to Developers Contributions and
other Planning Requirements (EHDC, May 2007), which
can be viewed here:
http://www.easthants.gov.uk/ehdc/formsfordownload.nsf/
FormsbyName/D11DEC556A7FA74580256D260035FE6E

EHDC Craft Skills Register – various registers available:
Roofing and Building contractors
can be viewed here:
http://www.easthants.gov.uk/ehdc/HeritageWeb.nsf/webp
ages/Craft+Skills+Register

CABE - the Commission for Architecture and the Built
Environment
Design and access statements: How to write, read and
use them
See http://www.cabe.org.uk/files/design-and-access-
statements.pdf

Government Policies

The Planning System: General Principles, Office of the
Deputy Prime Minister 2005
see: http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningand
building/pdf/147396.pdf
Planning Policy Statement 1: Delivering Sustainable
Development, Office of the Deputy Prime Minister 2005
see:
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandb
uilding/pdf/planningpolicystatement1.pdf
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WWaatteerr  aanndd  ffllooooddiinngg

East Hampshire District Council Strategic Flood Risk
Assessment for Local Development Framework, Halcrow
Group Limited April 2008
see: 
http://www.easthants.gov.uk/ehdc/localplanweb.nsf/0/857
EB5DBAD9C590D802574560035F6CA/$File/Strategic+Flo
od+Risk+Assessment.pdf

OOppeenn  ssppaacceess  aanndd  ttrreeeess

Trees for Small Gardens (EHDC, June 2002), which can be
viewed here:
http://www.easthants.gov.uk/ehdc/formsfordownload.nsf/
eace601f7b68a9df80256b040050a21e/5687289baf9ac88b
80256c8500632df3?OpenDocument

Biodiversity Action Plan 2009, East Hampshire District
Council Jan.2009
See: 
http://www.easthants.gov.uk/home.nsf/AtoZListing/Biodiv
ersity?OpenDocument&name=Biodiversity

Open Space, Sports and Recreation study for East
Hampshire District, Inspace Planning Ltd. October 2008
http://www.easthants.gov.uk/localplanweb.nsf/webpages/
Open+Space+Sports+&+Recreation+Study+(2008)

Rotherlands Nature Conservation Management Plan for
Petersfield Town Council, Ron Allen, The Environmental
Project Consulting Group, November 1997
See; http:// www.rotherlands.co.uk/home.shtml

Petersfield Heath Management Plan 2005 - 2010,
Heathland Management Services for Petersfield Town
Council 2005

Friends of Petersfield Heath 
See: http://www.foph.net

The Petersfield Society
See: http://www.petersfieldsociety.org.uk

1st Petersfield Scout Group
See:
http://www.1stpetersfieldscoutgroup.co.uk/index.html

MMoovveemmeenntt

A Cycle Plan for East Hampshire 2005
See:
http://wwweasthants.gov.uk/ehdc/formsfordownload.nsf/F
ormsbyName/85B506C24E7D817880256FA400554A2DA

Central Hampshire - Rural Transport Strategy - Hampshire

County Council, East Hampshire District Council,
Winchester City Council October 2000

Petersfield Area Transport Strategy - Hampshire County
Council, East Hampshire District Council, Petersfield Town
Council October 2000
Petersfield town centre Improvements - Newsletters -
Hampshire County Council, East Hampshire District
Council, Petersfield Town Council March and August 2002

Hangers Way Leaflet - Hampshire County Council 2004
See http://www3.hants.gov.uk/hangers-way.pdf
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The Town Character Group is -
Vincent Edberg RIBA - Chairman
Tracey Haskins MRTPI
Ken Hick
Nick Keith
David Jeffery
Tony Struthers MRTPI
John Venning (deceased)
David Williams
Tony Wilson

They wish to acknowledge the support and assistance
given by: 

The Petersfield Tomorrow Management Committee
The Petersfield Society
CPRE East Hampshire Branch 

Residents, workers and visitors to Sheet & Petersfield
Petersfield Town Council
East Hampshire District Council 
Nick Wates
Architects and developers
Voluntary agencies representatives
Community groups
Schools

Profiles

Drafting note – the index will be compiled for the final
documents 

Part 2 - Technical Appendices – a technical appendices
document is available separately, which contains the Area
Profiles.

Part 2 Technical Appendices

Part 2 - Technical Appendices – a technical appendices
document is available separately, which contains the Area
Profiles
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The Petersfield Town Design Statement has been
adopted as non-statutory planning guidance by

East Hampshire District Council, July 2010

Date of Publication - October 2010


